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which slaves were brutally overworked, insufficiently
fed and clothed, ill-lodged, callously neglected in
illness, and savagely lashed for trifling offences.
Their moral condition was that of animals, and they
were practically devoid of any religious ideas.
Smith hated this " diabolical system," and saw that
it must sooner or later cease to exist, owing to the
dying out of the people under such treatment.
Before long, vague rumours of the measures which
were proposed in Great Britain to ameliorate the
slaves' conditions began to ferment in the minds of
the slaves. The resolutions which had been passed
by Parliament in favour of a progressive preparation
of the slaves for freedom were sent out to Demerara,
but no open word of them was allowed to reach the
slaves. Repressive orders were issued to prevent
the slaves attending religious services or receiving
instruction, for the planters clearly saw the danger
of their becoming enlightened. The measures taken
only increased the smouldering unrest and disquiet,
and when, after some months, the Government of
the Colony announced the new regulations, the
people believed that they were being deceived, and
took up arms to assert their rights. Smith and his
wife instantly warned their people against such
dangerous action, as being inconsistent with their
religion.
The rising was quickly put down with a heavy
hand, martial law was instituted, and hangings and
barbarous floggings went on for months. In spite